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Adair left England, in May 1791, warlike preparations were still going on.1 Ho admits that Fox said to him before starting-, " Well: if you are determined to go, send us all the news"; and that Fox provided him with a cipher so that that news might elude the prying eyes of British diplomatists. It may be, as Adair says, that ha and he alone was accountable for this odd attempt to direct the foreign policy of his country. But it is highly probable that Vorontxoff (Woronzow), the Russian ambassador in London, abetted the scheme. On 2nd May Whitworth wrote that VorontzoflPs despatches had given great satisfaction at the Russian capital. " He assures his Court that Russia has many friends and partisans in England, and affirms pretty positively that His Majesty's Ministry will have no small difficulty in carrying through their measures contrary to the interest of the country."9 Further, the account of Adair's " mission," given by William Lindsay, Whitworth's secretary, states that Adair came with strong letters of recommendation from Voront/.off, while the Duchess of Devonshire commended him to Whitworth. Me travelled vi& Vienna, where lie stayed with the Russian ambassador. At St. Petersburg he at first received countenance from the British embassy, owing to the high recommendations which he brought with him, and he was presented at Court by Whitworth himselfl
Thus Adair found his path everywhere strewn with flowers. Catharine smiled on him and plied him with important questions, ironically asking him whether the British fleet had set sail. Fawkencr, on the other hand, she treated with marked coldness. The British embassy, however, had its revenge; for Lindsay opened the letters, which Adair trustfully asked him to take to London, and apparently was able to decipher the ciphered parts* which gave hints to Fox for an attack on Pitt. JJut Adair was more than a purveyor of hints for the Whig orators. It is clear that he stiffened the resistance of the Russian Government. " He shows/' so Whitworth wrote privately to Greiwllle, on 2ist July, "the most virulent opposition to His
1 "Auckland Journals," ii, 388.
3 "F. 0.," Russia, 20. ami May. " Iliavc long: thought Woronww decidedly rwcl personally hostile lo the present Government in England, and am persuaded tlml lie siig-gcslcd the idea of employing Mr. Adair us an envoy from Mr. Fox to the Kmpress." Grcnville lo Auckland, ist August 1791. (D.M. Add, MSS., 34439-)ny case" ("F. O.," Prussia, 21).
